riginally envisaged as city boltholes
far 16th-contury middie- and uppear-
claas househoids, mansion fiats are
back In the limeight. Whie period

redbrick and stucce-froned dwellings have always

basn popular with & cartsin sagment of buyers,

housabuilders are now recegnising their value and

introducing manor homes with a modarn twist to

4 new generation.

Capital & Counties Praperties PLC (Capao), the
company behind Lillie Square (4), cne of London's

MANSION BLOCKS

- AND S0 DO THE
DEVELOPERS
CREATING INSPIRED
21ST-CENTURY
VERSIONS, DISCOVERS
CHERYL MARKOSKY

Transforming & 7.4-~acre car park on Seagrave

Flosd nto a one million 3q ft community of 808
high-end homes around & NAW QATEN SQUArS,
Capco's captured the zeltgeist for gracious and
generous mansion dving. Tha one- to three-bedroom
apartments start at £595,000 (020 7381 8800}

Nicholas Ayre of home-buying agency Home Fusion
suggests the principles of marion block iving

have baen upheld and even impraved upon In new
developments, “with the 24-hour concierge replacing
the porter, and the installation of 2 modem version of

largest and most high-profile as

part of the wider Earls Court schame, examined what
makes certain streats poputar, The answear? Mansion
blocks surounding garden squares with sarvices
buyers covet, such as a conclerge, 24-hour security
and privata residents” ciub with pool.

th hat water system, whens you only pay
for what you use and can control the temperature of
your radiators”,

Pricas for mansion flts roee by B0% since 2007,
ing 52% growth by ion flats,




according to new research from Kay & Co. The study

k0 revenls the bedroom count is higher, with 46%

of mansion apartments encompassing three or more
10 26% in ion flats.

James Bailay at Hanry & James in Belgravia and
Chelsesa (020 7235 8851), who's salling a two-bedreom
mansion apartment in Cadogan Gardens (B) for
€1.75 mifion, betievas the allure of mansion blocks is.
mostly due to their location. “They're typically founda
in the moe! central ‘in’ areas of London.”

As wall as location, location, location, the overall
draw Is an exceptional use of space. Because
accommodation's lateral (all on ona loval), thera's no
wasted square footage, with 10034 of the lving aea
completely ussable, argues Simon Godson from
WWA.ENs.

A lot of overseas buyers - espacially those from
cities such as Hong Kong and Paris - are used o
living in blocks, so efficiently configurad lateral flats
Intarest them greatly,” he pomnts out,

Mansion blocks are purpose-bullt, Godson explans,
and designed 1o keep sound lavals 10 & minimum,
“which means theras less noise compared to thinner-
walled houses®: Other benafits include lofty cedling
hesghts thraughout the building, “2o it doeen't really
matter which floor you choose to live on™.

And yst, high service charges to cover amenites
can be off-putting, Ed Mead from Douglas & Goedon
comments: “A lift and somewhere to park at
amansion block can maka life less stressful, f you
can afford to pay for tham, However, service charges
might appear high in tha shont term, but don't
produce as many cne-off, unaxpectad bils in the
loog run.”

Caroline Takla, managing partner of The Collection
LLP, suggests checking how haating and hot watar
are run and whather bills are Included In the service
charga. “It's alzo important to determing the siza of
the sinking fund.”

If you think first impressions count, 2 mansion
apartment is worth shelling out for. believes Guy
Maacock of buying agency Prime Purchase. He
notes some mansion blocks, such as Ambrosden
Avanue naar Westminstar Cathedral, or Albert Caurt
by the Albert Hall, have wonderfully grand receptions
&nd entrance Nals. You might not gat undarground

ALBERT COURT, KNIGHTSBRIDGE W8
WAELLIS - G20

Five-bedroom fi
Ga it 2

perking, a5 you would with & modern fiat, but the.
historic features more than make up for that.

However, ance you're inside the flat, you might have
10 SUTAncer some moderm convenencas. Meacock
advaes buyars enquire about en-sute bathreoms,
@s "mansion apartmants don't normally have tham
and some, iike Rivermead Court in Fuham, have

i thei i ¢

With or without en euites, mansion dlocks are

well lived by tenants. Renters adoce the beautiful
axteriors, large bedrooms with fitted wardrobes and
grand Downton Abbey-style dining rooms, observes.
Marc von Gruncherr of Senham and Aeeves
Resdental Lettings. “Mansion rooms flow far better
than in eguivalent period flat conversions.

*And if you're very lucky, there may be a resident
porter. Sadly, porters are slowly disappearing, as
freeholders realise they can sell & porter's flat for a
small fortune and replace him with 3 less-expensive
day porter instead. We soe happier tenants in blocks
whare thers's ane firnly in situ,” he acds.

‘With renters seeking out period properties and mare
and more developars Jumping on tha bandwagon, t's
just the beginning for London's most stylsh oreze. Its
COWANSS and upwards for the city’s mansion blocks,

MANSION BLOCK CHECKLIST

v block next to Kensington

PRIORY MANSIONS, DRAYTON GARDENS SW10 - £2,000,000
DOUGLAS £ GORDON - 020 7226 1228

Third-loor, three-bedroom mansion flet with two linked reception rooms &nd a balcony.

YORK HOUSE, UPPER &
PMARSH & PARSONS - 02

TAGU STREET, WESTMINSTER W1 - £1,450,000
s33 71

You can put your own stamp on this woll-propartioned two-bedroom mansion apartment,
a.
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